[3 years of long-term home oxygen therapy in the Czech Republic].
Long-term domiciliary oxygen therapy was introduced in the Czech Republic as a standard therapeutic method in patients with chronic respiratory failure in October 1992. As a source of oxygen almost exclusively oxygen concentrators are used which are allocated to the patients according to criteria elaborated by the European Respiratory Society. From October 1, 1992 to October 1, 1995 the mean number of installed concentrators is 10,24/100000 population. From a total of 1064 patients by October 1, 1995 3.8% were treated for three years, 20.7% for two years and 34.4% for more than one year. In the course of three years a total of 490 patients died. The mean survival period of patients treated for prolonged periods by domiciliary oxygen therapy was 8.88 months. The high mortality rate is due to the fact that patients in a very serious state are treated. On account of chronic pulmonary disease oxygen therapy was indicated in 93.4%, on account of interstitial pulmonary processes (KFA and other fibroses) in 3.9, on account of kyphoscoliosis in 2.4% and on account of cystic fibrosis in 0.3% of the group. The mean costs of treatment were 114.40 Kĕ/day which is a third of the costs when the patient is hospitalized. Domiciliary oxygen therapy proved effective and economical in patients with chronic respiratory failure.